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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 27, 1867. 



PUBLICATION OtFIOE, 806 BROADWAY. 



THE PIANO WAB INCREASING. 



The spirit of the Father of lies seems to 
have entered the bodies of Piano agents 
throughout the country, for they appear to 
have lost all decency in controversy, and to 
have utterly abandoned truth in their public 
statements. There ore some noble excep- 
tions to this charge, but they are fey and 
far between. The bitterness of the war car- 
ried on between the agents of rival piano- 
forte manufacturers, in the large outside 
cities, could hardly be believed in New York. 
The matter is taken up personally, the lie 
direct passes baokwards and forwards with- 
out hesitancy, and the works of the various 
makers are abused with a freedom and a ve- 
hemence which lead us to believe that the law 
of libel has become a dead letter, where such 
disgraceful quarrels are ventilated to the pub- 
lic's disgust. 

The latest example of such proceedings we 
find in the furious warfare now waging in 



conduct is perfeotly indefensible. Hoff- 
man's partner writes him from New York.: 
" No matter about the momentary inconve- 
nience of a change of base I" A momentary 
inconvenience I when that change of base 
involves the dishonor of eating your own 
words, the base defamation of the business 
of a firm of unimpeachable integrity, and 
the exhibition of yourselves" as interested 
turncoats, utterly unworthyidf •belief. This 
ought to prove more than a " momentary in-' 
convenience," if justice is fairly meted out 
by the public. 

This firm with the accommodating con- 
science, say they proposed to "run" the 
Decker piano as a cheap instrument, know- 
ing, at the same time, that the wholesale 
price list of every class of the Decker piano, 
is from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty dollars higher, than the same class of 
instrument from Marschall & Mittaner, who 
make a cheaper, but at the same time, a most 
excellent instrument, — one worthy of confi- 
dence, and a bargain if purchased at the 
maker's and not the agent's prices. Know- 
ing these facts, they publish that it was their 
intention to have sold the Decker pianos 
(which they could not get) cheap, and to 
run the others as high priced instruments, 
intending, thereby, to draw from one to two 



for having secured the services of a gentle- 
man so highly respected. 

With regard to Messrs. Hoffman, Hoene & 
Co., we have only to say that they have pho- 
tographed themselves, if we may so call it, 
in their writings ; and that all they have to 
do now, is to give some explanation .about 
those silver spoons, to which they allude in 
one of their, communications. 

—*- ►■»—♦•« — . — 

THE CHESTERFIELD OF THE WEEK- 
LY PEESS. 



Pittsburg, Pa., between the former and pre- 
sent agents of Decker Brothers, the eminent } profit, out of the pockets of their customers. 



hundred per cent, more than their legitimate 



piano manufacturers of New York. As fai- 
ns we can learn by the published documents, 
Messrs. Hoffman, Hoene & Co., of Pittsburg, 
were deprived of the agency of the Decker 
pianos, for the reason that they did not fulfill 
their engagements promptly, which is a very 
sufficient reason in these uncertain times. 
Up to that period, Messrs. H., H. & Co. had 
proclaimed to the public at large that the 
civilized world presented nothing so fault- 
lessly angelic as the Decker pianos, and that 
all other manufacturers were contemptible 
bunglers beside them. But no sooner were 
they dismissed from their position than hey ! 
presto ! they announced that the Deoker 
pianos had fallen off greatly, that they were 
inferior, and that as Hoffman, Hoene & Co. 
had not been bom with silver spoons in their 
mouths, and wished to act honorably, they 
had adopted the pianos of Marschall & Mit- 
taner, of New York, and had given • their 
pianos the place of honor ! All ! Messrs. 
Hoffman, Hoene & Co., you must have a 
spoon among you now, at any rate, if you 
suppose that the public will do anything but 
laugh at your cool impertinence and your 
brazen impudence. 

This sudden change of opinion indicates 
anything but an honorable purpose. Either 
they speak very falsely, now that they can 
get no more of the Decker pianos, or they 
spoke very falsely when they sold them, as 
agents. Either way, their present course of 



These gentlemen may have honerable inten- 
tions, but theso are not made clear by their 
present mode of business. 

An advertisement row could not very well 
go on in any port of the country, unless the 
Stein way interest was duly represented. Con- 
sequently their agent in Pittsburg rather 
sides with the cause of Hoffman, Hoene & 
Co., for the reason that, wherever the Deck- 
er pianos are known, their's stand but a very 
poor chance of sale. 

With regard to the barefaced assertion of 
Messrs. H., H. & Co., that the pianos of the 
Decker Brothers have deteriorated in quali- 
ty, we do from personal observation, pro- 
nounce it an unqualified falsehood, trumped 
up to serve a questionable business end. We 
have examined, and thoroughly tested these 
instruments during the pas): year, and up to 
the present date, and state without hesita- 
tion, thafthe Decker Brothers/ pianos, al- 
ways beautiful, always faithfully and , splen- 
didly mado, are to-day, equal in all, and su- 
perior in many, points to. any Qiey have be- 
fore produced. One special point of excel- 
lence, admitted by all the best professors of 
New York, is the admirable and uniform 
quality of all their instruments, arising from 
the thorough and conscientious workman- 
ship in construction. We believe there is 
no better square piano to-day in the world, 
and we congratulate Mr. Mellor for having 
secured the agency of the firm, and the firm 



Refined, chivalrous courtesy, in contro- 
versy, is so rarely met with in the press of 
this city, that, having found an example in 
the Weekly Review, which is a very large 
and not over-clean paper, we cannot resist 
the desire to transfer it to our columns. We 
give it with its beautiful proportions uncur- 
tailed, and its polished and elegant dictipn 
unaltered : — 

JOURNALISTIC BLACKGUARDISM. 
If a person makes a statement whloh is stigmatized as 
a barefaced jalsehood, he ought to be ready either to 
prove that assertion, or to accept the stigma as a well- 
deseryed punishment for his offence. But if he merely 
repeats his assertion, without making an attempt to prove 
that he 1b right, he makes himself guilty of an act of 
blaokguardism, which renders it impossible to mention 
hini again in a decent journal In justice to ourselves 
and our readers we must, therefore, dismiss the editor of 
the small musical sheet we recently called to task. We 
tried to raise hln from his position, but we see it la a 
hopeloss undertaking. 

We hardly like to approach the above arti- 
cle, even with our pen, for it is very dirty, 
and is not even as sweet smelling as pitch. 
The writer though very coarse, is by no 
means logical. We were accused of stealing 
his ideas, (a self-evident impossibility to be- 
gin with), and in defence we stated that the 
article in question w r as copied by us from the 
London Micsical World, and that it was 
written by Robert Schumann, many years • 
ago. To this we added, drawing on inevita- 
ble conclusion, that if the Editor of 'the 
Weekly Review published the observations 
contained in that article as his own, he stole 
them bodily from Schumann, and that it was 
not a very honorable employment to rob the 
dead. We gave the name of the author of 
the article in question, and indicated the 
source from whence we obtained it. 

Clearly, then, the Editor of the Weekly 
Review, which is a very large and not over- 
clean paper, stands charged with appropri- 
ating another man's thoughts, and palming 
them of£ in, print as his. own,. • We should be 
glad to see him clear himself of this charge, 
and at the same time establish a claim to one 
original idea. 

That we are formally dismissed by the 
Editor of the large and not over-clean paper 
above alluded to is something to be regret- 
ted, but it was the best thing -the Editor 
could do, for we are not safe to handle, as 
we have a bad habit of telling the truth, and 
of calling things by their right name. And 
then, we need not stay dismissed unless we 
please. 
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• That the Editor of the Weekly Review, as 
we have said before, a large and not very 
clean paper, that he failed, -we say, to raise 
us up, was a merciful interposition of Provi- 
dence, for if he had succeeded in raising us 
up to his level, we should have fallen so low 
in respectability as to be unfit to address our 
readers. 



A FACT FOR GENERAL CIRCULATION. 



■ • ■' ,.» 

An advertisement appears in nearly all the' 
papers, wherein Steinway & Sons, claim that 
they gained the Gold Medal at the Paris Ex- 
position, over all competitors. In all well 
informed circles it is known that this claim 
has no foundation in fact, and that it is un- 
blushingly put forward and persisted in, as 
a means of misguiding the public, and cover- 
ing a defeat, which they had announced, in 
advance, as a triumph. 

The following is the order of Distribution, 
copied from the Revue et Gazette Musioale 
de Paris, of July 7th, 1867 :— 

. "Dans ce nombre, la classe 10, qui coin- 
prend la musique et lea instruments, so tronve 
representee ainsi qu'il sxiit : 

MKD.ULlLES d'or. 

MM. Alexandre pore et fils, representant les 
Magasins rtunis, orgnes et harmoniums, 
medaille d'or. 
Broadwood, ftlcteur de pianos (Grande- 

Bretagne), medaille d'or. 
Chickering et fils, facteurs de pianos 
(■fitats-TJnis), medaille d'or (M. Chickeb- 
ing a ete decor e, en outre, de la Legion 
d'honneur.) 
Ph. H. Herz neveu et C°, facteurs de pia- 
nos (France), medaille d'or. ■ (MM. 
Erabd, Pleyel- Wolff, H. Herz, ayant 
ete mis hors concours, la faeture fran- 
caise obtient dans la personne de cette 
jeune maison la premiere recompense.) 
Merckun et Schutz, Societe des grandes 
orgues (France et Belgiqne), medaille 
d'or. 

(M. Mercklin a ete, en outre, decore de 
la Legion. d'honneur.) 
Steinway, facteur de pianos (Etats-Unis). 

medaille d'or. „ 
Stbeicher, de Vienne (Autriche), facteur 

de pianos, medaille d'or. 
Adolphe Sax, facteur d'histrrimeirts' de 

cnivre, grand prix. 
Triebert,, facteur d'instruments a vent, 

medaille d'or." 
Confound that John Broadwood of Lon- 
don, he's ahead again ! But this time he is 
only three ahead, of Steinway & Sons, while 
in 1852 he led them seven. It is not so bad 
a position, after all, .to come next after 
Broadwood, Chickering and Herz ; though 
it is hardly sticking to the strict line of truth 
to advertise to the world that the fourth has 



won the highest honors over all competitors. 
However, next to telling the truth, the best 
thing is to publish an untruth and stick to 
it. Pay no attention to facts, persevere in 
your assertion, and after a lapse of time, if 
you are not as persistently exposed, the false- 
hood will become a patent fact to at least one 
half of the world. 

We have not the slightest desire to depre- 
ciate Steinway & Sons' wares ; but we feel it 
our duty to caution ihe public against believ- 
ing in statements which are contrary to the 
facts of the case, totally unauthorized by 
any official information from the other side 
of the cable, a clever attempt at stealing the 
thunder belonging to somebody else, and a 
desperate struggle to maintain a first posi- 
tion, hitherto sustained by profuse advertis- 
ing and a huge organized system of puffery, 
but which utterly failed, when tested by 
rival pianos, before competent and unsuborn- 
ed judges, at the Exposition in Paris. 

The judgment rendered is fatal to such 
pretensions; hence the persistent and frantic 
efforts to palm off upon the public, by brazen 
advertisements, fictions for fncts. 

n-»_,< ... 

TERRACE GARDEN CONCERTS. 



AN INTERESTING ITEM. 



The past week has witnessed a crowded 
and brilliant attendance, at this favorite place 
of amusement, every evening. Every fine 
night the Garden is literally thronged, and 
the company is certainly of the most elegant 
and intelligent class, better as a whole, than 
even the habitues of last season. The 
popularity of Mr. Thomas' concerts, though 
not to be wondered at, is certainly an excep- 
tional case, for New Yorkers rarely care for 
the second season of anything, and we can 
only attribute the success which has attended 
them to the rare excellence of the concerts, 
in point of variety, fine selection and supe- 
rior execution, combined with the feeling of 
perfect freedom, which social intercourse 
out-of-doors invariably imparts. Whether 
these ore the causes or not, these concerts 
are an immense success, and New Yorkers 
could not afford to lose them. 

The Seventh Sunday Concert will take 
place at Terrace Garden to-morrow evening, 
and if the weather is fair, we should advise 
all those desiring seats, to be early on the 
ground, or they wffl'encounter some difficulty 
in procuring any. 

► < » M 

WE WANT TO KNOW. 



Did the first jury at the Paris Exposition 
decide upon not giving a gold medal to one 
of the piano firms hailing from America ? 
And did they afterwards yield to the entrea- 
ties of one of their members, and give for 
charity's sake what they had denied on 
merit ? We should like to know. 



The relation between the Decoration of 
the Legion of Honor and the Gold Medal of 
Honor, presented to Exhibitors at the Paris 
Exposition, is made evident by the follow- 
ing: 

Extract from the report of Monsieur Boulter, French 
Minister of State, read to the Emperor Napoleon and to 
the publio in the seance of the distribution of awards at 
Paris, July 1st, 1887: 

" Xbe present solemnity is crowned by the Proclama- 
tion of tUU higher rewards. 

Your Majesty 
Condescends to grant to the most distinguHttd champion! 
of this pooiflo struggle the 

Imperial Order of the Legion of Honor ."•• 

This is definite. The Imperial Order of 
the Legion of Honor was given as an addition- 
al award to the most distinguished manufac- 
turers in the several departments of industry. 
In piano-fortes, then, Chickering & Sons were 
considered by the juries the most distinguish- 
ed in their class, and Steinway & Sons re- 
ceived a Gold Medal, and were awarded the 
second place. In fair competition they could 
not have hoped for more. 



THE CROWNING HONOR OF THE 
PARIS EXPOSITION. 



We quote the following editorial from the 
Revue et Gazette Musicals de Paris, as a natu- 
ral termination of the articles on the subject 
of the pianos at|theriCaris Exposition, which 
have appeared in that journal. It affords 
additional testimony to the fact now every- 
where admitted, that the Decoration of the 
Legion of Honor was bestowed upon Mr. 
Chickering, as exhibitor, to mark the supe- 
riority of his instruments oxer those of his 
rivals — there being no distinction in- the 
gold medals given : 

(From Le Revue et Gazette Mu&icalo.. July 7.) 

The highest distinction to which it is pos- 
sible to aspire is the Legion of Honor ; and 
at the great meeting of the first of July this 
was conferred upon two manufacturers of 
pianos, the one for France, to M. Schaeffor, 
the actual head of the worthy house of Er- 
ard, which had exhibited nothing, its pre- 
vious successes having placed it beyond the 
act of competition. The other, for America, 
to Chickering & Sons, the only exhibitors of 
America or our own country deemed worthy 
of this exceptional favor. 

After having heard the pianos of M. 
Chickering at the Exposition, after having 
examined them in detail and in private, and 
after having heard the opinions of the most 
eminent artists, we expressed our opinion in 
their favor warmly, without restraint, and 
conscientiously, and we are justly proud that 
when the members of the Jury were called 
upon to examine them, they confirmed our 
opinion in every respect. 

Echoes now and then reached us of inter- 
ested parties holding opinions different from 
ours, and who have held out many induce- 
ments in the endeavor to shake our faith, but 
our convictions were so strong that we' await- 
ed with confidence the issue of the contest. 

It was with feelings of the greatest satis- 
faction mingled with pride that we wrote the 
first lines of this article, in which we pro- 



